INN ANY excellent 7re atiſei ; 
bave been writeen upon 
this Subject by rhemoſt 

| eminem Per lon: tor Lean 8 


vi and Plety in ſevera l i 
Ages; but chey have ®. plas 
been generally too hips g 
"4 y for ths commou People ta pu er = 
chaſe or rzads The Anthor hopes that his” 
honeſt Intention in publiſhing theſe Dire: 
ions, may be accepted in the World, not. 
withſtanding their Brevity ar "meanneſs of OO 
Stile; eſpecially confidering his Aim is 
purely to dromote ſuch a derem aud arderi 5 
©. ' Behaviour inthe Publiick Worſhip of God, as- ONE 
that bis Hol Na may be gloria, aud tie 
Peepic truly ca tdb. nmnmn CR 
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I cannot bur beliei e, SY. be 3854 Be bt. 
haviour of moſt People in the Rubllet po ®. 
ſbip proceeds from meer Ignorance; ani 
-- would-be very uncharitable in mee thine” 
therwiſe; ½% Opinion engag d me n chis 


— 
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— 
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J. Work, which thews, WR rein many Peo- 


ple conſtantly offend, and by a dibrderly , 


Behaviour, fully the Beadty ß 1 
rele Service, the Common Lrajs + the 
Charch of England. ; 


It ſeems to me bat ol the * . Ree 
gion ſhould have the worſt Deve , | wi. A f 
I could ſay, tis not too much the Caſec - 
our mot Zoly Chriſt ian Retigien, and pati. 
cularly that beſt part of it efabliſÞ# in ache 9 
Land. Look we into the Popiſh Chappels, and 
there we may behold, though a blind ev RN 

tion yet, a very devout Bubinvious in th 5 3 
Publict Morſpip among thoſe deluded Souls!”  _ 
Look we into the Meeting Houſes of thoſe ; 
that ſeparate from our pare. Eſtabliſhment, \ 
and though they have not there a Publick, | 
Werſbip, nor the Face of Worſhip, . except in | 
their joint Fuging of Pſalms; yet we may, 

behold them very intent on their Teachess 
long Harangue in Prayer; and ſhall we that 
ate Members of the beſt part of Chriſt's 

Catholick Church be leis devout than a Ron re 
Ldolator, er a contumaciont Separati/t.?: — 
8 conſider our ſelres 25 e of a © tar 

Pe. b if 
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nat worſhips God in Spirit and in Truth; | 
and what can we expect from Lukewarm- 


neſs in Devot ion, but the Laodiceans Fate. 
viz, to be caſt out of the Favour of Almighty, 


. God? Oh terrible Words to expreſs! _ 


And now let me intreat all that ſhall pe. 
ruſe this little Piece, to conſider well the 
Importance of Pablict Worſhip ;, and that 
the neglect of it is nothing leſs than the 
Danger of the eternal Loſi of the Soul, for 
it is living in continual Diſobedience to 
God's poſitive Commands, who has aſſurd 
us in holy Writ, that his Houſe ſhall be called 


the Houſe of Prayer for all People; and tis 


certainly not a eaſe of Prayer for thoſe 
that will not worſhip in it; E pray God it 
may never be to ſuch a Foul, 2 of Jad ment. 
As to the Publick N 75 4 (Conformity to 
which I have been ſo ſtrenuouſly preſſing) 
thole who without 7atereſt, Party. or Pre- 


judice ſhall ſcriouily perufe it, Will find 1e 
ſufficiently Apologize for it ſel. 


I hope I may take the freedom to re 


mark one of the Excellencies of the Publick 


Worlbip.. Firlt, there. is nothing. in the 
whole Liturpy that tends in the lealt Ref: 
ped to Idol uurꝝ or even Super ſtitian, and fo 
conſequently has not any manner of dem- 
blance to the Fopiſb Maſs Book, as thoſe that 


ſeparate from our Eftabliſh'd Church falfely* 
B e2 Sos inſing . 


» 
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one ſide common Experience ſheweth, 
that where a Change hath been'made of 
things adviſedly eſtabliſh'd (no evident 


Neceſſity ſo requiring) ſupdry Inconveni- 
ences have tnereupon enſued, and thoſe 
many times more and greater than the 
Evils that were intended to be remedied 
by ſuch Change, Cc. 


2 


The ſecond Preface acquaints us, that 
there was never any thing by the Wit 
of Man fo well deviſed, or ſo ſure 
eſtabliſh'd, which in Continuance of time 
hath not been corrupted; asamong other 
things it may plainly appear by the 
Common Prayers in the Church, common- 
ly called Divine Service. The ſirſt Ori- 
ginal and Ground whereof, if a Man 
could {earch out by the ancient Fathers, 
he ſhall find that the ſame was not or- 
dain'd but of a good Purpoſe, and for 
a great Advancement of Geadlineſs, &c. 

The Third Preface ſhews us Reaſons 
why ſome Ceremonies are aboliſh'd and 
ſome retained. I only mention the 


Heads of the three, but refer you to them 


at large, where I doubt not but you will 
receive full SatisfaQion in every particular. 


[ ſhall only add, that you that are bleſt 


with a liberal Education, and in the Commy- 


vien of the Church of Bngland ought ſo to 


| under- 


aw if 
- 


"ie 


A 
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Lis). 


Underſtand. the eftabliſh'd Religion as to be 


able to inſtruct the ignorant, and preyenr 


their being drawn away by the Cunning of 


thoſe that. lye in wait to deceive. And 
that God would give a Bling to this Un- 
dertaking that it may have its deſired 
Effect, viz. that his holy Name may be glo- 
rified, and the Salvation of Man promoted, 
through the Satis faction of Chriſt Jeſus, rhe 
ever bleſſed Redeemer of the World: 
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RH AT we are to worſhip 
God with our Bodies as we 

as our Souls, ſor that they 
both are his, is as undenia- 
ble as that he made both: 


* ; ( ii any ſuch there be) e- 
yer yet dene. Wo] 
If we precend to worſhip him with only 
ene part of the two, i. e. with the Soul with- 
out the joynt Conſent of the Body, or with 
the Body formally without the affe 
the Soul, we ſhall perform but a lame Devo- 
tion; Therefore the whole Man muſt be em- 


ploy'd in this great, folemn, and moſt neces 


fary Duty, whigh js 8 us by the great 
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which none but a meer Athe- 
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To begin therefore" at our Entrance into 
che Church, let' us take the wiſe Man's Ad- 
monition in his own expreſs Words, Eecleſ- 
5. L. Keep'tby foot when thou gheſt fo the Howſe of 


God, and bs more ready to hear than to give the Sa- 


erifice of 'Fools : Tr they conſider not that they do 
bil. Which with relatic.: to our preſent 
Caſe, I ſhall expound after this manner. 
When weenter the Church, we are to throw 
off all worldly Thoughts, and light Behavi- 
our, and to conſider, that though God is 
Omnipreſem, yet we are going where he is 
more immediately preſent, in his on FHouſe, 
ſer apart for his own Service; where he has 
commanded us to meet him, and to pay our 


Sacrifice of Prayers, Praiſes, and Thankſgivings, 


not only with the Calve: of our Lips, but 
alſo with the Aſlect ions of our Souls; and moſt 
Dumble Poſtures of our Bodies; which may ren- 
der our Devotions outward as well as inward 


acceptable to God, for nothing leſs is our 


reaſonable Service:. 5 

I have, from my own Obſervations, per- 
ceiv'd, before the Publick Service began, too 
many enter without conſidering what they 
were going about, preſs to their Seats, fit 
down. and ſay nothing, unleis ſome of 
their Neighbours, as irreverenc/as themſelves, 
fall into diſcourſe with them, about matters 
(tis to be ſear'd) foreign to their Buſineſs 
there. Let me therefore admoniſn that 
when you enter into the Church, you uſe 
ſome Godly Ejaculations, which may aſſect 
the Scul and which will in courſe affect the 
Body ; ſuch as thele ; 6 | 


Lord 


1 21 1 a 

- Lord I bade loved the Habitation of | thy Houſo, 

und the plæce where thine Honour dwelleth. | ©. 
How amiable are thy Dwellings, thou Lord of Hoſts! 
wy Saul math deſir d, and long d to enter into the 
Courts of the Lord, my heart and my fleſh rejoice in 
the living God; Bleſſed are thi) that dell thy 
Houſe they will be {way praifing thee. © 
Ia come intoiby Houſe, O Lord, and in thy fear 
I ill worſhip.in thy Holy Temple. ä 
Theſe, or ſuch like Portions of Scripture are 
abſolutely neceſſary to prepare our Minds to 
joyn devoutly with the Congregation. 
__ » Being come into our Places, let us on our 
Knees, if there be any. poſſible conveniency, 
implore the Afliſtance of the Hoh Spirit in our 


Devotions, without which we are not able tg 


do any thing that is good 3 not ſo much as to 
think a good Thought ; And humbly beſeech 


him to keep us from wandring in our Devotions ; 


to hear and anſwer our Perzzions ; And to ac- 
cept our Praiſes and Thanſgivings, through je- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord, and our Redeemer. 
And let us take eſpecial care to be very in- 
tent during Divine Ser vice, The Prayers ought 
to be _perform'd in the poſture of Kneeling ; 
and that it may not be irkſom to us, let us nor 
think much to be at the charge of a Conve- 
niency to kaeel on; for any: Uneaſineſs of 
Body ruffles and di/compeſeth the Mind, which 
we ſhouid at all times, but eſpecially in this 
great Work of the Pablick Worſhip, endeavour 
to the utmoſt of our Powers, to keep free 
and undiſturbed. And when by cuſtom we: 
have brought our ſelves to the uſe of that 


bumble Poſt ure, in our Devotions ; twill be both 


caſie 
* 
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21 
eaſie and pleaſing to us, and we ſhall ever 
after delight in our Humility, when we ap» 
proach the Divine Preſence. | 
Let us very particularly obſerve the Rubrick 
which teacheth us when to kzce! ; and when 
to fand up. I cannot find any Direction 
there for /iting during the Time of Divine 
Service. As for the Primitive Chriſtians for 
ſeveral Centuries after our Saviour Crucifixion 
(and they certainly had true Apprehenſions of 
God's more eſpecial Preſence in his own 
Houſe) they, in their Religious Aſſemblies no- 
ver allowd any Seats for encouraging that 
idle Poſture; but Chriſtians that are Lame, 
Aged, or the like, no doubt but they may be 
indulg'd herein, | 
In this important Work let us be careful to do 
our whole Duty, in the Houſe of God, and ve- 
ry cautious how we over do it, as too many do, 
by frequently breaking in upon the Prieſt's 
ce. . y 
Whoever at the Beginning repeats the Sen- 
tences before the Exhortation, or the Exhortation 
it felf,- which begins with Dearly beloved Bre- 
tbren, &c. breaks in upon the Prieſf's Office. 
The repeating alſo the Abſolution, with, be- 
fore, or after the Prieſt, is the like Error. I 
have obſerv'd People fo indecent herein, who 
have ſpoken fo loud as if they were reſolv'd - 
to take the Office ont of his Hand, whoſe 
Buſineſs it is as God's Minifter (not the Peo- 
ple's) to pronounce in God's Stead, the Alſola- 
tion to the People. | 
And as the Wiſdom of the Church has appoin- 
ted only the Amen at the End of the Alſoluti- 
DE "5 
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IL 251 | 
erpreſſed by the People; fo ſhould 
| we take due care to obey the lyunt#ions of the 
Church in every particular. St. Bail ſaid of 
his Church, their Amin was like a Clap of 
 Thander, ſo ſay I, that the joynt Amen of the 
Parachial \ſſemlies (where uo more is com- | 
manded) to the Abſolution and Prayers of the 5 | 
Prieſt, is like Thunder, that will, as it were, | 
pierce the Eau of God, and by a holy Violence j 
oblige the Almigbty to hear us. | * 
| Prayer, ſays the Reverend and excelent ' 
Dr. Sparte in his Scintillula Altaris, or Reflectiun 
on primitive Devotion as to the Faſt and Feaſts 
of the Church, is the Tewel if God's Ear ; tha 
Tongue of Angels; the Dialogue berween Heaven 
5 e Gen. 18. The Souls Embaſſador with 
9 God, our Leiger in Heaven working againſs the 
Snares of Death and Hell; tis the Phenix of the Gra- 
| ces that fill reviveth into @ Bird of Paradiſe ; and 
wakes an Arabia Petrea, to become Arabia Feelix, 
| for Stony Hearts procures us. Hearts of Fleſh, Ezek. 
| And (adds he) if God be thus pleaſed with ſmele 
. Piety, How is he importun'd (think. you) and as 
J ere brſiegid with the Publick Worſhip? Vis unita 
| fortior ; 5f our domeſticl Prayer be as @ Brand in 
| the Corner, and keep Fire, ſiue the Publick: is az a 
| Bonfire of Inceiſe, a Sacrifice flaming up to Heaven, 
| the very higheſt 4 55 of Cbriſtianity. And there» 
fore holy David till to ſet the better Gloſs bit 
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Gratulations, telli both God and Man that be per- 
| form d them inthe great Congregation. Then how 
| affected ſhould we be? yea, how ſhould our 
| Souls rejoyce, in the Publick Service of the 


And 


Church ! 


come, let us ſing unto the Lord, &c. is gen- 
uſedalternarely by the Prieſ and People, 
repeat the Prieſt's Verſe as it is his in Tut, 


. LJ 
And whereas the Venite Exultemus, 


we break into his Office; we never find the 


Prieſt repeating choſe Verſes that belong to us, 


then let us take care not to epeat His; if he 
ſhould break in upon us as many do too often 
upon him, what Confuſion woud there de 


in the Publick Worſhip! Nay Lam apt to believe, 


if at any time through human Weakneſs or 
Inadvertency be ſhou'd do it, How ready 
would ſome be in very unmannerly Exprefſi- 
ons to cenſure him? [47 IG.) 532" 19 
And whoever reads either of the Leon: 
eſpecially with an audible Voice, is guilty of 


gieat Indeceney, and diſturbs the Congregation, 


particularly that part of ir. that cannot read, 
and (God knows) that's too many; as alſo 


thoſe at the greateſt Diſtance from the Prieſt, 


for by the murmuring Noiſe they make in 


reading, others are hindred from hearing the 


Prieſt, which otherwiſe would have been edi- 


ſied. Now this Cuſtom carries with it a dou- 


ble Evil; firſt, by breaking in upon the 
Pries Office, and at the ſame time alſo hin- 
dering the Edification of many others, I 
would to God ſuch wou d conſider that they, 
not omy not benefit themſelves by ſo doing, 


4 
»& 


. 


for they generally ate ſuch as know not how 


to read as they ſhould, do often miſtake in 
their reading, and it would be better ſor 
them to liſten to the Prieſt who cectainly reads 
right, and they may be better edified from 
his reading, than they can be from their 
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and they are in this caſe alſo very injurlous to 
many of their Neighbours, . 5 


After the F. Leſon in the Morning Service is 
appointed in Parochial Churches (for to ſuch 


as join in che Publick Worſhip there; am ap- 
plying) that Noble, that An elical, that mf 

Seat Hm, To dem Laudamus; We pracje © 
Thee, O God, c. let us conſider, that we wars 


455 herein che ever bleſſed, glorious and eternal 
Tranity in Unity ; God the Father ; Cod the San; 


and God ibe Holy Ghoſt ; and be fo affected with 


the Nobleneſs of the Compolition that our De- 


aions may be raiſed to the higheſt Pitch po- 


flible in this Service, a great part of which is 
the Spng of the higheſt Orders of Angeli in 
Heaven, namely, the Cherubin, and Seraphin ; 
and if we wobld but ſeriouſly conſider, that 


herein we joyn with the heavenly Choir; with 
what Ardor of Devotion, even of the higheſt 


Raptures- would our Souls be exalted then 
might we fay with St. Paul, Our Connver{ation 
at in Heaven. 7 

Let us therefore not perform our Devotion: 
ſuperficially or flightly (like Children, who 
being cad to the reading of a Chapter in 
the old or new Teſtament, hurry it over, ac- 
counting all time loſt till chey return to play) 
but A rightly the Buſineſs we are 
employed in, vix. praiſing and magnityin 
feſt, God the Faber. in theſe Wo. 515 2 
praiſe thee O God, We atknowledge thee to be the 
Lord; All the' Earth. doth worſhip thee the Father 
everlaſtin 3 To thee all Angels cr). aloyd , the Hea- 
mens and all the Powers therein. Where pray 
obſerve, the Word 7! 5 muſt be gxpre wich 
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1 Eis J We. 


an Emphaſis, à Fulne(s of Sound, to be underſtood 
as if we were ſpeaking Face to Face to God 
himſelf. And if we could but frame devout 


Conceptions of God's eſpecial: Preſence in his 


Houſe, in a ſpiritual manner (for ſo he is there) 
With what Hemility !' With wear 19: With 
what Exaltations of Soul ſhauld we be affected 
in theſe our Performances ! And ſhould#think 


all the time that we can poſſibly ſpare from 


our ſawful Employ ments, little enough to 
attend God's Service; which 15 now. much ne- 


glected by many who have Opportunities 
enough to appear in God's Houſe daily, that 
never viſit it but on Sundays, and who wou'd 


no doubt be thought very good Chriſtians. 
Then come we to the triple Hoh, the Song 

of the aforeſaid Heavenly Choir, where plainly 

is diſcover'd the Trinity in Unity, Viz. To thee, 


Cberubin and Seraphin, . cintinually do cry, Holy, 
| Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabacth ; Holy, God 
the Father, Holy, God the Son, and Holy, 


God the Holy Spirit, perfonally thus exprett, 


and then united in or into one, by, Lord God 


of Sabaoth. Then follow ſeveral pathetick 


Addreſſes to this Ever bleſſed Trinity. 


Heaven and Earth are full of the Majeſty of thy 
Glory. . Seek e e e 
Where we find Unity in the Word, Thy. 


- 


And again, 


a - 


The gloriows Company of the Apoſtles praiſe, Thee. 
The goodly Felluwſhip of the Prophets praiſe, Thee, 
The noble Army of Martyrs praiſe, Thee. 
The Holy Church throughout «ll the World doth 
acknowledge, Thee, 25 5 , 
In 
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Perſons are that make this Unitv. 


Eterna! Son of the Eternal Father, and then we 
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the two following Verſes. ._ * 


3 1 1 
In cheſe fou Wag gr tliis excellem pen 
we find Unity in che Word, bee. 
In the three following Verſes are plain- 
ly. and particularly demonſtrated who the ; 
Namely, | e 
God ibe Father Fon infinite Majeſty.” 3M 
HF, Honourable, True, and only Sm; © 
* Alſo, the Holy Ghoſt, the Comfarter. 
And thus 4865 our excellent Church con · 
fefs and adore the Holy Trinity. | 
Then come we in particular to adore our 
Saviour TFeſus Chrift, firſt, by owning him to 
be the King of Glory ; next thar he is the 


magnify him for "thoſe ineffable Things he 
has done for us ; ſome of which are expreſt i in 


Then owning him our Judge, ſitting at the" 2 
Right Hand of our Ged' and his Farber, we 
ore his Aid, that having redeem'd us by 
his precious Blood, lo he would number us 
among his Saints in everlaſting Glory; and that 
he would Govern, Bleſs, and Save his Heritage, 
his whole Church, and Li them up for ever, 
and then we declare, that we magviſt 2 and Vor- 
ſhip his Name, World withoue hf. 

So praying him to keep us without Sin; we 
importune him for his Mercy with a double 
Repetition. But chen we muſt cake eſpecial 
care that we be not confounded for want of a 
religious Truſt in him, becauſe this is the true 
Ground of gur ExpeAation of his Mercy as ex». 
Prelt! in the two laſt Verſes. 


t D 2 Then 
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The follows. the Second TLeſſn, after 
which the Jubilate Deo, or, O 77 5 E. 
which being ended, ſucceeds che Rehearſal” 
of the Articles of our Chriſtian Faith, Which 
(pray obſerve) as in the Rubtick is directed 
. mult be in che Poſture of ſtanding, thereby 
ſignifying our Aſſent to each Article, with dur 
Faces towards the Eaſt or Altar, Where the 
moſt ſolemn part of our Devotion is performed. 
The Primitive Chriſtians were wont at their 
rehearſing the Creed to face to the Caf, whe- 
ther (as ſome think) in oppoſition to the Arian 
Hereticks, who irreverently turned their Backs 
to the Altar, it maiters not, but that facing 
to the Eaſt hath been the Practice of the 
C urch of Chris down to this time 15 undenia- 
ble. I ſhall not lay any Streſs upon this Ce- 
remony any farther than as It relates to Uni- 
formity ; but I ſhall venture to give my Opi- 
nion thus far, That it will be very improper 
for the Congregation to face. towards one 
another, either in this or any other part of 
their Devotions. Then ſeeing to face all one 
Way, may be judg d very convenient, why not 
toward the Comm nion- Table. I ſhall take it for 
granted that all will joyn with me in thinking 
it proper ſo to do. We muſt take care not to 
expreſs the Creed ſo loud as the Prizf, but we 
are ſolemnly and dewoutly with a more lowly 
Voice to repeat the ſame after him. 
Aſter which in the following Salutation: 
between the Prieſt and ourſelves, we are to 
repeat only choſe appointed us; neither muſt 
we be over haſty, but wait till the Prieſ has 
utter d. his part, before we make our Re- 


„ones 


ſponſes. - And we are to obſerve this os / 
der, not only in this, but alſo through that 
excellent part of gur Pup. * Worſhip%ailed the 
Litany. This I forbear to ſpeak particularly 
to, chookng rather to recommend to all my 
Brechren of the Church of £,igland, Heads of 
Families eſpecial'/, a Book written by the 
moſt worthy and ingenious Mr. Clutterbuck, 
entituled, A Vindication and Evplanaticn of the 
Liturgy of the Church of England, call d Cam- 
mon Proyer, Which he has dane ſo well, as 
not to Eber by all Gain-ſayers, having 
quoted Aurbors of the aN Learning, Piety 
and Dignity in the Church. Whoever ſhall 
wich intention of Mind peruſe this Trag, will 
find they have nothing more to do, with re- 
lation to the Publick Worſhip, but to take 
care of their Behaviour in thoſe Devotians.: 
As to the latter Service call'd the Communian- 
Service, the Ten Commandments eſpecially, can- 
not forbear obſerving, that many People are 
apt to repeat them, not only with an audible 
Voice, but even before the Prieſt himſelf, as if 
they reſolvd it ſhould be thought he broke in 
upon them. If theſe would conſider how 
they by acting after this manner cauſe Conf: 
fron, and mend this Error by conſulting the 
Rubrick, that is, the Directions given, chrough- 
out the whole Liturgy for our Behaviour in 
the Pablick Worſhip. tis not difficult to con- 
ceive what a Harmony Would appear in our 
Pablick Devetiuns; and compel even the great 
eſt Strangers that beheld us, to ſay; that God 
of 4 truth is in the midſt of us. But more eſpe- 
cially we muſt remember to behave * 
9 | | Wu | 
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with that Humility that becomes our addrefling 


our great and good God, I cannot but admire. 


the Piery- of our excellent Church in enjoinin 
the Humble Poſture of kuceling when we addrels 


our ſelves to God in Prayer. Certainly ſicting 
in the Houſe of God during Publick Divine Mor- 
{bip, is to be eſchew'd of all good Chriſtians as 
bighly Aiſbonourable to that God whom we pro- 


| fels to adore; for this would be to /it in the 
Seat of the Scornful. | 1 f 
erament of the Lord Supper, there being ſo 
many excellent Pieces extant with Directions 


for the worthy. receiving thereof, ſo far ex- 


| ceeding my Capacity, that I ſhall refer you 
to ſome one of them that may beſt fuit the 
Diſpoſition of your Mind, only take leave to 
arm you with this Caution, that your Choice 
be the Work of a found Divine of the eftabliſhd 
Church ; for upon none other can you ſafely 
confide. I ſhall cake leave to admoniſh you to 


a Frequency of Comſnunion, and to conſider that 
you there receive the greatelt Bleſſing. Heaven 


beſtows upon Earth, viz. upon your true Re- 
pentance you receive the Remiſſion of your 
Sins, through the Blood of the Son of God, and 
dur Saviour Feſus Chriſt. Our worthy and fre- 
Auent receiving will ſo enlarge our Deſires of 
ſpiritual things above ſublunary ones, that we 
ſhall be able to ſay with St. Paul, Our Con- 
verſation is in Heaven. . if 
Philoforgins, his Eccleſ. ch. 3. p. 29. obſerves 
of Theophilus an Indian Biſhop, that among ſe- 
veral Irtegularities, which he corrected in 
thoſe Churches, he particularly reform'd this, 
: that 


With relation to the receiving the Holy Sa- 


” 
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rhat the People were wont to fit, when the Le ons 


out of the Goſpel were read to them. And Sozomen. 
ibid. l. 7, ch. 19. notes ic as a very uſual thing 


in the Biſhop of Alexandria, that, be roſe ap when 


| the Goſpels were read. 


The Primitive Fathers of He Church! both 


Greek and Latin, not only. condemm d the ſitting 


"Poſture in the Office of © Prayer, but alſo the 


: 


our great and 


* 


greaceſt Number of them did not think the 


; landing Poſture at Prayer bumble enough to ad- 


#reſs the great God with; but made it their 


Buſineſs at their Synods by particular Canons to 
'enjoyn the Poſture of kneeling. . Innumera- 


ble Quotations might be here added of many, 
and the greateſt, and beſt of Men in all Agesof 
Chrif;anity whoſe Sentiments were, that the 
reateſt Humility of Soul, and devouteſt Poſture 
of Bod were abſolutely requiſite to be uſed 
when we approach to pay our Devetions to 
good God in Prayer, but that 

would ſwell this beyond my firſt Intentions. 
I ſhall however take notice what good King 


David, in an Expreſſion or two, ſays concernin 5 
J 


Adoration ; how affectionately does that Ho 
Man of God, in Pſal. 95. ver. 6. woe and en- 


treat us to joyn with him in the Publick 
Worſhip ;. O ! come let us worſhip and bow dows ; 


but not thinking bowing in the Worſhip ſu- 
fficient, he immediately ſubjoyns, as being 


.abſolutely neceſſary, Let us kneel before the Lord 


our Maker ; And Pſal. 96. wer. 9. O! worſkip the 


Lord in the Beauty Fl Holineſs, in the glorious 
Sanctuary of God; and immediately adds, 
Fear before him all the Eartb; which Fear, Cer- 
tainly, cannot be better expreſt, than in the 

| | Hum- 
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tration, yet ar leaſt by Zneeling. And if our 


Saviour Who. was Theantbrops, od and Man, 


when he prayed to his Father and our God, 
for us, in his Humiliation uſed the Poſture of 
Eneeling ?. ſhall we poor Worms be ſo proud, 
nay, ſo inſolent, as to fit o, ſtand, when we 
perform our Devotions to him in the great Con- 
gregatim? . We 

I ſhall add a Caution to all with Relation 
to the Pſalms in Metre.. And firſt are not theſe 
the ſame with thoſe in Profe ? If chey are not, 
how came they to be introduced into'the 
Service of the Church? H they are the ſame, 
how came we to loſe our Reverence towards 
God, when we joyn in ſinging. them? I am 
ſorry to ſee in this part of our Deyotions, 
that idle, and ſcornful Poſture of hg, fo 
much uſed by ſo many People; and that 
which is worſt of all, among the richer (I 
had like to have ſaid the better) fort of Peo- 
ple, who ought to be exemplary in their De- 
wotions, for let the higheſt in Dignity or 
Eſtate know, that God expects from them 
true Humility, for he has promiſed his Grace 
to the Humble, and none but ſuch can rea- 
ſonably expect it. And with relation to Piery, 


God is no Reſpectet of Perſons; the Eyes of 


the Common People are too frequently, 7ith- 
out regard to their own Devotions, employ'd 
in obſerving the Behaviour of thoſe of op- 
lent Fortunes, and high Stations, and they ate 


apt to conclude after this manner; if his 


Grace, his Lordſhip, his Honour, the Juſtice or 
any Perſon above them make not their Re- 
ſponſes 


9 poſture of Adoration ; if not by ru. 


£69 4% Ba © 
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|. ſponſes as enjoynd in the Rubtick, but fit at 
Prayer, ſinging of Pſalms, talk together in the 
time of Dine Worſhip, fleep in time of preach- 
Lb ing, laug hat any time while in the Church ot 
tte like, tlley may do the fame. And indeedthe 
5 Poor, I am apt to believe, too often think their 
Poverty with ſmart performances ſufficient to 
0 carry them to Heaven. And *tis plain, where 
moſt is given there moſt is required. I hint 
* | this not to leſſen the Obligation of Duty ly- , 
ning upon the meaner ſort ; but to quicken, 
45 the Wealthy and Honourable, That they may 
be exemplary in their Duty; and indeed the 
great ones ſhould make it their Glory that they 
can in any meafure promote the Salvation of 
their-inferiour Brethren. _ Thoſe that have an 
Eye this way, will never think they can do 
it too much; they may conſider that the Soul 
of Man is ſo wonderfully capacious, that the 
Dignities, che Riches, the Pleaſures of this 
| ſublunary World can miniſter no real Satisfa- 
ction to it, but are as ſo many empty Entities, 
which without a proper Improvement can ne- 
ver promote its eternal Happinels in the high- 
eft Heavens. NT | 
Lo And thoſe honourable and wealthy Perſons 
that have a due regard to Religion, and endea- 
vour by their Examples to promote Piety in 
their Generations; how will they be reveren- 
ced by all their Inferiours ; eſteemed by all 
their Equals; beloved by God ; bleſt with the 
Enjoyment of a £204 Conſcience While on Earth; 
and, after this Life ended, eternally happy with 


Cbriſ our Reileemer in Heaven | 


— 


„ 
T cannot omit remarking one thing very 
material, namely, that many People do not 
ſtay to receive the Bing at che End of all; 
the Excuſe they framg for their io doing 15, 
that the Preacher links his Voice at pronouncin 
the fame; and what ſhould they ſtay, for? 
they cannot hear him. Now this ſeęms to 
be very frivolous, for very few link their Voices 
low, but that they are heard at the greateſt 
Piftance ; the Truth of the cal: lies here, 
they. hurrying out of the Church (as it they 
were affrighted by a civil Officer out of an an- 
lawful Aflembly) make by their Noiſe ſuch a 
Ditturbance that neither they themſelves, nor 


o 


| 


hardly the neareſt to the Pulpit can bear. I 
would have them conſider chat the B/ ung is 


Gods, though his Miniſter pronounce it, and 
that we all have occaſion for it, and ought to 
be very cautious how we ſlight it, and joyful- 
ly, and thankfully to receive it, and pray hin 
to give us ſuch a Meaſure of bis Grace to aſſiſt 
us in our whole Converſation, that he may 
eſteem us worthy of it, to his Glory and our 
Salvation. . 5 

I would admoniſtall Pariſh-Clerks.to do their 
whole Duty without overdoing it in expre- 


fling more than is commanded them, ſor that 


the ignorant People will believe they may ex- 
preſs as much; as for inſtance, in the ſingle 
Addreſſes for marcy to the Holy Trinity, after the 


* 


Creed, ſome Clerks repeat after the Miniſter tlie 
Addreſs of the Holy Ghoſt, which they ſhould 
not do. They never know the Prieſt repeat 
after them the Addreſs. to our Saviaur the ſe- 
cond Perſon inthe Holy Trinity, viz. Chrift have 
| merey 
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mercy upon 153 But where the Repetition of 
the whole is enjoyn'd, both Pri and People, 
as in the Litany, there it muſt be repeated ac- 
cordingly. f 


And to you, Pariſb. Clerks, I would give you 


this farthet Admogition ; that as you have the 
Honour to be empioyed in God's Service, atidin 
his own Houſe, you peculiarly take care of 
your Behaviour there, for that the Eyes of the 
ordinary People are upon you as well as uport 
the Prieſt, and an evil Example will ſooner bs 
followed, than a good Precept noted. Conſi- 
der what 4 high Value the God Ike David, 
though 4 King, ſet upon the Houſe and Service 
of God, eſteeming and preferring the meaneſt 
Office therein beyond all worldly Grendeur, 
and as it were in an Extaſy cries out, P/al. 84. 
I bad rather be a Doorkeeper in the Houſe of God, 
&c. Alſo you are to take care of your own 
Behaviour in common Converſation ; avoid 
all Obſ/cenity and filthy. Diſcoarſe in your ſelves 
and the Company of thofe that delight in and 
that uſe it; which will be much to your Re- 
putation, and to the Satisfaction of Nur cen 
ſciences, Whilſt you thus faithfully and inno- 
cetitly diſcharge your Duties, and become ex- 
emplary for Piety in your Generations. 
[ allo take notice of ſome Iudeceneier which 
T judge are committed through pure Ignorante 
relating to Bills put up in the Church, Man 
People are apt to incumber the Minifer wit! 
ſome that are very impertinent; as for in- 
ſtance, for thoſe at Sea, efpecially for them 
that are gone long Voyages. Now, We ate not 
ſure they are living, and how do we know 
FF E 2 but 


- 
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but we pray for the Dead? Suffigient Proviſi- 
on is made of Prayer for all at Sea, in the Li- 
tany in the Morning Service, expreſſed in that 
interceſſory Petition ; That it may pleaſe the to 
bl:ſs and preſerve all that travel by Land or Mater; 
ſo in this caſe there remains nothing to do, 
but to joyn heartily with the Congregation in 
We beſeech thee to hear us, good Lord. , | 
Another ſets up a Trade, and enters on a great 
Undertaking, as they ſometimes ward it; a 
third goes to Houſe- fee ping, and theſe pur up 
Bills in the .Church for their Profperity ; but 
the Church has provided for no fuch particu- 
lars. Let but the former of theſe be laborious - 
and diligent; and the latter careful, and 
watchful over their Families, and both apply 
themſelves to Puolick Prayer in their Pariſh- 
Churches as often as they. can ſpare time from 
theirlawful Employments,alfo to Private Pray- 
er in their Cloſets, and ule all Opportunities 
with their Families in well compoſed Addreſſes 
to Almighty God ; conſcientiouſly diſcharging 
their Duties to him, themſelves, and their 
Neigbbourt; and they need not doubt of ſuch 
ſucceſs as God himſelf ſees beſt for them. Many 
other Inſtances might be brought of the like 
nature, to ſhow the Veatneſ and Indiſcretion 
of ſuch unthinking and miſtaken People. But 
E think: the Church has made ſufficient Proviſi- 
on in the Words, in Mind, Body or Eſtate; for 
what Circumſtances of lite cannot be inclu- 
ded herein, ought not to be fram'd into a Bill, 
if we are neither afflicted in Mind, Body or 
Eſtate, Why do we trouble either Miniſter or 
People with our Importunities ? n 
tp And 
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And that, nable part of our Publick Dnty, 
namely, Thankſgiving to God for all Mercier both 
Spiritual and Tempora ought not ſlightly to be 
performed. | ts l: ig]. 
To return Thanks in the Congregation for 
Mercies receiv'd, where the Perſons have 
not been pray'd tor, is not. agreeable to the 
Rubrick; therefore thoſe that would return 
Thanks upon Recovery ought to take eſpecial 
care to ſend Bills to the Church whilſt under 
their Afflictions; though I think I might have 
ſpared this Hint about returning Thanks, con 
ſidering how many after receiving great Mer- 
cies neglect this important part of their Duty, 
and interrogate after the manner of our Sa- 
Viowr in the Cale of the Lepers; Were there 
not Ten cleanſed : but where are the Nine ? 
No Thanks ought to be given for ſafe deli- 
very in Child. birth, but by the particular Form 
of Service in the Common Prayer - Rook, and the 
Woman perſonally in the Church. There are 
ſome that by giving up a Bill to the Congregati- 
on are willing to think themſelves Church d; 
I wiſh they do not doit purely to defraud the 

Prieſt of his accuſtomed Offering. 
It is my Opinion, that if the Woman have 


eſcaped the Peril of her Travel in Child- birth, 


and afterwards be indiſpoſed any other way, 
the Prieff or Curate may uſe the Publick 
Thankſgiving at her Habitation for ſuch her 
Delivery; though nothing but a real Let and 
Hindrance can excuſe the greateſt Perſona- 
ges in this Caſe from their Attendance on 
God's Orainance in his own Houſe. 4 


[ 33 } 
A mean Perſon receives a-generous Alms, 
and then the whole Congregation muſt be obli- 
ged to join with him to give God thanks for it. 
I mi? own that many extraordinary Con- 
tingencies may happen that People cannot be 
pray'd for; as in the OE the Peril of 
r 


Drowning, a Workman falliug from a Houſe 
wich very littie Damage to his Perſon, from 
the Peril of Fire, eſpecially in the Dead of 
Night and other like Caſes, and then tis ve- 
ry proper to deſire the Congregation to join in 
iving of thanks ; for in thoſe Cafes more 
could not be done, becauſe nothing could be 
foreſeen. | | ee 
And now Brethren, that you profeſs your 


| ſelves Members of the Ef2bliſh'd Church of Es- 


gland, be ſtedfaſt, be immovable in this your not 


to be neglected Duty of friftly conforming to the 


Publick Worſhip. And you that cannot attend 
on the Week Days, be fure you fail not to 
give your Attendance on the Zord's Day; for 
tis very hard if you cannot afford one Day 


in Seven to God, who moſt graciouſly gives 


youthe Six. And you whoſe Leifure permits 
you to attend every Day, Remember you mutt 


account for every Neglect herein, for tis not 


your Riches or high Station wilt excuſe any 
fair Opportunity afforded you by Providence. 
And J ſay to alt, with relation to the Lord. 
Day, conſider tis ſet apart for the immediate 


Service of God, from whom we receive all good 


Things, and without whom we cannot fub- 


ſiſt one Moment; and take eſpecial care to 


be at the Beginning; for tis a Shame to fee 


People continually entring during the whole 
| | "me 
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time of Divine Service: I fear too many place 
the. whole of Religion in hearing, as they of 
the Separation term it; but the Church of 
Eugland teacheth us that Prayer is the mol 
7 part of Religion, and more elf ecially 
Publick Prazers,. If we wou. J riſe out of our 
Beds as carly on he Lord's Day to ſerve. him, 
as, we do on the Week Days to ſerve our ſelves, 
we might be all at che Beginning; and how 
cammendable would it be to ſze the whole 
Congregation joyn in the Beginning, and ſo 
all have the Benefit of the whole Service. 

. I admoniſh, that you beware of the fair 
Speeches, and ily Inſinuations of thoſe that would 
pervert you to Hereſie, Scbiſm, or any manner 
of Separation from the eftabhiſh'd Church, but 
eſpecially of choſe that term themſelves Preach- 
ers of ſeparate. Congregations of what Perſwaſi- 
on ſoever, thoſe Pſeudo or falſe Pries, who 
under Pretext af more edifying in Preaching and 
greater purity in Prayer, gather Congregations 
(and cail themſelves Churches) out of the beſt 
part of Chrif's Catholic Church, this eftabliſhd in 
England, and I exhort yau again, beware of 
falſe Prieſts, for I know not which way they 
came by right Qcdination. 

For 1500 Yeatsafier Chrift's lacaruatiam there 
was no viſible Gavernmens in the Chrifian 
Church, but that of Epiſcopacy, there were in- 
deed in the firſt Ages of Chrifkianisy many He- 
rofies broach'd ; but thoſe Herefearchs. that fell 
away had Epiſcopal Ordination, and in fome lit- 
tle tune dwindled away. But when the Ex- 
pire became Chriſtian, and out hotly Rebigion'was 
countenanced and eſtabliſhed by many. Em 
rors, as Conftantine the Great, Ibeod fins _— 
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and T beodef Minor, not to name more, thoſe 
_ Hiretichs were eſpecially watch d over, dec 


ſuch, and proſecuted: by the immediate Com. 


mands of the Emperors themſelves; and the 
vat return d, and unfeignedly retracted their 
vi Z#fors, uriderwent ſevere Peanances before 
they were received into theChwehblagain. And 
thoſe juſt Inflictions which thoſe excellent 
Princes thought abſolutely neceſſary to lay upon” 
ſuch Back- ſliders, were they to be uſed at this 
time, would be thought the greateſt Perſecutiont. 

If we look into the old Teftampnr; we ſhall* 
find how - Almighty Ged punilhe ff. tte tilat 
offended in the matter of the Fri: Offet. 


When Feroboam had ſer up his Golden Calves! 


in Dan and Bethel, ard made Prieffs of the low-' 
eff of "the" People which were not of the Sont of 


Levi, 1 Kings, 12. 305 3 l. and chapi a4: ver. 34. 


it is faid, This thing became Sin unto the Houſe” 
of Jeroboam, even to cut it off, and to deſtr it 
from off the Face of the Earth, Which according- 
ly betel them Wen) sunt dd BEE] 
We may alſo obſerve Uzzah's Fate in med. 
dling with the Ark of God, when all but 
the Prieſt, were forbidden to touch it. 2. 
Sam. 6. 6. 7. Uzzah put forth 'his Hand to 
touch the Ark of God, for the Oxen ſhook it, 
and the Anger of the Lord was kindled againſt 
Uzzah, and God {mote him there for his Error, 
and there he died by the Ark of Cod. I doubt not 
but Uxxh did, out of his pure Zezl to God, ſet 
his helping Hand co fave the Ark from falling; 
yer Gd was» pleaſed by that Fadgmem that 
befell him to let the World fee, he would not 
have holy Things pollpted with prophane Hand 


. 
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How particular alſo was the Cale of Nadah 
and Abibu, Levit. 10, I, 2. And Nadab and 


Abihu, the Sons of Aaron, took either of them 
his Cenſer, and put Fire therein, and put Incenſe 


| thereon, and offer d ſtrange Fire which the Lord 


commanded them nat; and there went out Fire from 
the Lord and devoured them, and they djed before 
the Lord. 

But the matter of Corab, Datban and Abiram 


was more diſmal, and their Judgment more 


particular, they were very numerous ; far be- 
ſides themfelves there were two hundred and 
fifty that offer'd Incenſe, with the reſt that 
appertained to them. As we find Numb. 16, 
37, 32, 33. And it came to paſs, as he (thay is, 


Moſes) had made an end of [peaking all theſe Wards, 


that the ground clave aſunder that was under them ; 
And theEarth opened her Mouth and ſwallowed them 
up, and their Houſes and all the Men that appertain- 


ed unt5 Corah ; and all their Goods, and all that 


appertained to them, went down alive into the Pit, 
and the Earth cloſed upon them : and they periſhed 
from among the Congregation, Having from the 
Old Teftament evinc'd the dangerous Conſe- 
quence of intruding into the Prieſt's Office; let 
us caſt our Eye into the New Teſtament, and 
oblerve the Apoſtle's Rule with relation to 3 
right Ordination. 

And we find at their ordaining the firſt 
Deacons, being ſeven in number, the Method 
they took; Act, 5. ver. 2. They ealled the 
Multitude of the Diſciples, (that is the Lay- 
Converts) together, and enjoyn d them ver.; 
to look out among them ſeven Men of honeſt Report, 


n 


Buſineſs, 


[42 J 
the Apoſtles) we (not ye) may appoint over this 
| Bufine/s, Where (pray obſerve), the Apoſtles 
from our Saviour's eſpecial Commiſſion veſted in 
them, aſſumed, (and that juſtly) to themſelves 
the fole Right of Ordination. And as conti- 
nual Prayer and Preaching the Word are the 
more eſpecial Buſineſs of thoſe in Holy Orders, 
fo the Apoſtles aſſur'd the Diſciples, ver. 4. that 
they would give themſelves to preaching and conti- 
#4al Prayer. Which ſo pleas d the whole Mul- 
titude, ver. 5. that they choſe Stephen and Six 
more there named, and ſet before the Apoſtles, 
ver. 6. Wbo approving of the Peoples Nomi- 
nation, after they had prayed, ordain d them by 
x Laying on of Hands. Pray oblerve ; ; 
= -- The People in obedience to the Apoftle's 
| Command, choſe Seven Men whom they 
knew, and judg'd to be beſt qualified, and ac- 
3s cordingly preſented them to the Apoſtles for 
+ Ordination in the Heli Function, and reſted well 
=—_ - facisfied they had done the whole of their Du» 
4 ty, and offer'd not in the leaſt to intermeddle 
3 with the Apoſtolical, that is, the Epiſcopal 
| Office of Ordination. So the Apoſtles in per- 
forming the Duties of their Office of Praying, 
Preaching and Ordaining, made up ſuch an 
harmonious Agreement ; that it pleaſed the AL 
migbiy, who is the God of Order, Lowe, and 
"Uni: y, to give wonderſul Succeſs to all their re- 
ligious Undertakings ; and to enable. thoſe 
that /«ffer A by laying down their Lives for the 
1 ſake of Chrif to undergo the ſame with the 
* moſt heroick Patience and Magnanimity ; to the 
Admiration and ſometimes Converſion of their 


greateſt Enemies. | 
| x Let 


r x 


[43] 
Let none conclude that becauſe the whole 
Set of Believers preſented the ſeven Deacons to 


the Apr/tles lor Ordination, that therefore Lay- 
People may preſent any to the Biſh»9s (The 


Apoſtles Succeſſors) for Ordination; much leſs ore 


Jain; no, the Caſe is quite different now, to 
what it was then: God be thanked, we have 
Schools of profound Learning, the two Univer- 


fities, where Gentlemen delign'd for the holy 


Function are compleatly inſtructed in all Languz- 
ges, and capable to render genuine Conftrutt ions 


of che Hol Scriptares, and muſt ſubmit to ſtrict 


Examination of their Qualifications before they 
are admitted into Holy Orders, | 
From all the foregoing Inftances both of 


the Old and New Teſtament, may plainly be 


inferr'd the evil Confequences of intruding 
into the Office of God's Pries, I would to God 
I could. not fay, we have too many Corabs, 
Uxzabhr and Nadabs itt our Land; however, I 
ſhall venture to ſay thus much to thoſe char 
have leap'd into the Prieſfs Office without right 
Ordination, that though Almigbty God, through 
his wonderful Goodneſs, Mercy and Forbearance, 
is not pleaſed to call theſe things to account 

here; yet we muſt believe he will hereafter. 
I heartily wiſh ſuch would lay theſe things 
to heart, and return, as ſome of their Brethren 
have done, to their Duty, in a fiucere Conformi- 
ty ; and admoniſh their Congregations to do the 
ſame. How would God, who delights in 
Unity be pleaſed with them; the Church affect io- 
nately receive them; the Members rejoyce at 
their being united to them; and the Enemies of 
F 2 our 
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ur Reformation be diſappointed in what they 
| hope for from our Diviſions. 0 | 
5 1 ſhall in concluding this Piece, admoniſh 
you to reverence the Clergy ; for Satan that | 
= great Enemy of Mankind, has, among other [ 
=_ dis Wiles, mad this a principal One, that | 
fighting and diſeſteeming God Priefts, his ho- 0 
y Religion Will in courſe be brought into the | 
greateſt Contempt; which tends to the imme: 
Gate Diſhonour of God himſetf ; and will render 1 
us liable ro receive the worlt Impreſſions that 
either Satan himſelf; or any of his Agents in | 
ay ron Nature Can ſtamp upon us. . 
, 1 earneftly entreat you, therefore, to be in 
We” this caſe as wile as the Laity of Rome; or thoſe | 
$9 of our own Country, who eall themſelves Pro- | 
5 teſtants that ſeparate from our moſt pure Fa- 
y  BGliſh'd Church, Look we into the Behaviour of 
=_— : - the Votaries of Rome, as I my ſelf have both 
at home and abroad obſerv'd, who inſtead of 
making the leaſt Reflection on their Prieſts, 
are rather upon the other extream, fo, as 
almoſt to adore them. 5 
Look we alſo at home among thoſe of the 
Separation, and we find them come very little 
ſhort in this reſpect of the Papiſts; for though 
they ſometimes ſee ſuch Failingsin their Teach- 
ers as carry with them very great Aggrabati- 
ons, yet (as it is their Wiſdom) how cautious 
are they to conceal their Faults ! rightly judg- 
ing, that the divulging and ſpreading of 
them, will be much to the Diſreputation of 
their ſeveral Opinions which they profels. 
And ſhall the 1delaters of Rome, and Schiſma- 
ticks of England » CUtOT ap into good Manners. 
| 5 | Beſides, 


* 
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- Beſides, had our Clergy in general, the pre». 
tended Failings they are charged with, by too 


many of our conforming, though unthinking, 
People, as well as by choſe that ſeparate irom 
us, we need not ſpread them our ſelves, for 
the Enemy will do it without our Help; nay; 
will make ſuchfor us, that *rwould be the 

reateſt Abſurdity to give credit to. I have ob- 
ber d my ſelf among the common People (and 
they have very few others among the Diſſen- 
rers) that the greateſt Objection they make 


againſt Conformity to the Eftabliſhd Church, is, 
that our Prieſts are idle, covetour, Drunkar:;., ' 


and live in the Habit of many other enormous 
Crimes ; fit only to be charg'd ypon the moſt 
vile; and when we ask them how they know 
theſe things to be true, and to name one Cler- 
man guilty in any of the aforeſaid Particu- 
Ap they aniwer, they are ſatisfy d. in the 
Truth of theſe things, but are unwilling to 
expole any: we are, I confeſs, extreamly 
obliged to them for their abundant Charity, 
where they can make no Proof of any Crime in 
thoſe they accuſe. 
I would not be here thought to inſinuate to 


the World that the Clergy live without perſenal 


Failings, for the whole Race of Mankind are 
ſubje&t to Sins of Infirmity, Surpriſe, and the 
like ; otherwiſe we ſhould have no Paſſions to 
contend or ſtrive withal, and ſo loſe the Benefit 
of. St. James s Beatitude, pronounced by him in 
his Epiſtle Chap. 1. ver. 12. Bleſſed is the Man 
that endureth Temptation, for when be is tried, be 

all rective the Crown of Life, &c. Now, this 
Blelſedneſs being promiſed only to him that 


Oer - 


4 


* 
- 


= 24a the Tp; 


Nie 
1 _ L : 
hb * 


| Iz z? 
5 5 +. 
© * 


bercometh, do's certainly imply, that we all 
have corruptions to conquer. 1 1 * 

And as too many of us are apt to pry into 
the Faults of others, which, when we have 


in the leaſt meaſure diſcernd, we generally 


view with a Magnifier, and ſo frame Beams 
out of Motes, and Mounttins from Mole- 
hills, frequently to the Prejudice of our 


Neighbours that are generally more pious 


than our ſelves ; ſo do we at the ſame time 
overlook the Viper that lodges in, and poy- 


ſons, our own Boſoms with the Venom of the 
| Tame, or perhaps worſe Sins, than we can 


charge our Neighbour with. 


Let us therefore look into our ſelves, and 


find out our own (and not our Neighbours) Er- 
rors, and endeavour to amend whatever we 
there find amiſs; and ſay not with the hypo- 


txitical Phariſee, God, I thank thee, that I am not 


& other men are, &c. But with the penitent 


Publican, addreſs the Throne of Grace, with, God 
be merciful to me & Sinner. But eſpecially let us 


take care not to trouble our ſelves about the 
ſuppoſed Faults of the Clergy, and if we ſhould 
happen to perceive ſomething in them, that 
we may think to be unbecoming their holy 
Function, let us conſider it is our duty to pray 
earneſtly to God that he would be pleas'd to 


work in them Amendment of Life; and how . 


miſerably would Region be manag'd, if the 


Clergy were to be directed by the Laicy how 


they ſhould live, pray or preach ? 

1 muſt confeſs I have, with much trouble 
of Spirit, obſerv'd, that many of the Clergy 
have not only been lighted, but even con- 

temn'd, 
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temn'd and affronted, by ſome of thoſe that 
would be thought good Members of thg 
Church of England, and for no other Crime but 
that of their mean Circumſtances; I would 
have all Lay- Brethren conſider, that the mean- 
eſt Clorgy-man of the Church of England, in 
Pries Orders, hag a Right to our reverend Ba- 
haviour to wards bim as well as the Metropolitan, 
and he is as much God's Prieſt, and tis our Du- 
ty to eſtee m him ſuch, and to value his BIA 

us in his Ojfze, equal with, that of the moſt 
Reverend, name ly an Arch biſhop. I need not 
prompt any to the greateſt Reverence ta the 


higheſt Claſs of the Clergy, their Dignities 


command that in courſe, and tis ſuſt it 
ſhould be ſo. | ; 
Let us all beg of God for ſuch a Mealuce of 
his ting Grace, as may enable us to ſtrive ir 
our Chriſtian Warfare that we may with the 
Primitive Church of God, ſay, Ve profeſs not 
barely to be Chriſtians, but we live ſuch. 


Non magna Loquimur ſed Vivimus 
Amen, 
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